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with an episcopos; the small town remains in eccle-
siastical dependence upon the great one.1 This
primacy of great towns was a fact of capital impor-
tance. The great town once converted,, the small
town and the country followed the movement. The
diocese2 was thus the original unit of the Christian
organization. As to the ecclesiastical province, it
answered in general to the Eoman province; the
divisions set up by the worship of Eome and of
Augustus, were here the secret law which deter-
mined all. The towns which had a flamen^ or
archiereus, are those which at a later time had an
archbishop; the flamen civitatis, whose special charge
was the worship of the Lares, became the bishop;
after the third century, he possesses the civil and
political powers in the civitas, to which the bishop
will succeed.3 The flamen, in a word, occupied in
the city the same rank as the bishop afterwards did

1  Council of Ancyra (315).

2  The word irapoiKla, is almost synonymous with church or
diocese.  Title of the Letter of the Church of Smyrna on the mar-
tyrdom of Polycarp.  Iren. in Euselx H.E. v. xxiv. M; compare
9, and i. i. 1; iii. xxviii 3 j iv. xv. 2; v. v. 8; xxiii. 2; vi. xi. 1.

3  In the Acts of the Martyrs, the flamen is often the persecutor.